. Whether or not the vitamin K produced by intestinal flora is absorbed is in dispute. However, the killing of normal gut bacteria is thought to be the most likely reason why broad spectrum antibiotics potentiate anticoagulants (3).
There is no dispute about liquid paraffin, which has an unpredictable effect on anticoagulant control, since it interferes with the absorption of both vitamin K and oral anticoagulants (7). Fig. 3 . Vitamin K is a fat soluble vitamin, and is only absorbed in the presence of bile salts. Cholestyramine, which renders the bile salts in the intestine unavailable, decreases absorption of vitamin K and therefore potentiates oral anticoagulants (6). (2), (4), (9) and (10), they themselves are able to displace drugs (4), and thus enhance the side effects of long acting suphonamides, the hypoglycaemia of the sulphonylureas, and the marrow toxicity of methotrexate. (5) , the mechanism is thought to be similar to that of the dicoumarins which they potentiate. Fig. 8 . Finally, some drugs have a minor anticoagulant effect of their own (5), the mechanism is thought to be similar to that of the dicoumarins which they potentiate.
